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A v is i t  f rom Rhymey
We were delighted to have Amelia from Rhymey back for another fantastic music workshop with
Katoomba Leura educators during the school holidays. With our expanding repertoire, you might start to
notice your child coming home singing some new songs.

Rhymey gives early childhood educators the confidence to implement authentic, child-centred musical
experiences to help regulate children, all backed by science. The Rhymey Repertoire  uses classroom-
proven, OT-tested, science-backed musical experiences to promote emotional regulation in preschool
children.

Here ’s  a  song  wh ich  encourages  movement
and  regu la tes  b rea th ing

War im i  M id i ga

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6iayx50nPDw


 Happen ings  in  the  L i l l i  P i l l i  Nes t

In the Lilli Pilli nest we have been exploring space!
Continuing our interest from last term, so far in Term 3
we have created our solar system using all kinds of
materials, including cardboard and wire; clay and beads;
paint and paper. (fig. 1)
 
With the aid of books, video and online research, we
have also begun to introduce First Nations perspectives
on space, learning about the Dark Emu in the night sky.
(fig. 2) All this spatial exploration has led to some
thoroughly interesting questions and existential
revelations from the children:
 
“The sun is the biggest.” – Art
“The sun is not the biggest – the darkness is the
biggest.” – Frankie
 
And so the quest continues! One corner of the Lilli Pilli
room has now evolved into the Space space! There you
can find our space creations, lots of books on space,
and an original space story written by the Lilli Pilli
children – come have a look! 

v i s i t  us  a t  www.ka toomba leu rap reschoo l . com.au

Watch  ou r
space  f i lm

A b ig  t hank  you  t o  L i l y ’s  f am i l y  f o r  gene rous l y  dona t i ng
t rays  o f  f l owe rs  and  l e t t uce  seed l i ngs .  The  ch i l d ren
have  been  busy  p lan t i ng  t hem th roughou t  ou r  l ea rn ing
spaces .

Garden ing  p rov ides  ch i l d ren  w i t h  wonde r fu l
oppo r tun i t i es  t o  connec t  w i t h  na tu re ,  deve lop  a  sense
o f  r espons ib i l i t y  and  ca re  and  l ea rn  abou t  whe re  f ood
comes  f r om.  Th rough  p lan t i ng ,  wa te r i ng  and  nu r tu r i ng
ou r  ga rdens ,  ch i l d ren  a re  deve lop ing  pa t i ence ,  cu r i os i t y
and  an  unde rs tand ing  o f  t he  na tu ra l  wo r l d .

Ou r  new  f l owe rs  and  vege tab les  a re  a l so  he lp i ng  t o
beau t i f y  ou r  p l ay  spaces  and  c rea te  we l com ing ,  v i b ran t
env i ronmen ts  f o r  l ea rn ing .  By  p lan t i ng  f l owe rs  t ha t
a t t r ac t  bees ,  bu t t e r f l i es  and  o the r  po l l i na to rs ,  we  a re
suppo r t i ng  t hese  impo r tan t  v i s i t o r s  wh i l e  he lp i ng
ch i l d ren  deve lop  an  app rec ia t i on  f o r  t he  ro l e  t hey  p lay
in  ou r  ga rdens  and  ecosys tems .

We  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  wa tch ing  ou r  seed l i ngs  g row  and
en joy ing  t he  many  d i scove r i es  t ha t  come  w i t h  ca r i ng  f o r
ou r  ga rden  t oge the r.  

Growing  and  Car ing  fo r  Our  Gardens

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHQoFDe__o/87IAUfljX1MF537a-2S1pw/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHQoFDe__o/87IAUfljX1MF537a-2S1pw/edit


Happen ings  in  the  B i lby  Nes t
In the Bilby Room, we have been focusing on fostering kindness as
part of our everyday learning experiences. Through daily
interactions, we encourage children to demonstrate kindness by
taking turns, helping their peers, showing empathy and including
others in their play. These experiences support the development of
positive relationships, social competence and a strong sense of
belonging within our Preschool.

You may have noticed the colourful leaves displayed on the tree in
our room. This is our Kindness Tree, a meaningful way of
recognising and celebrating acts of kindness demonstrated by the
children. Each time a child is observed showing kindness, their
thoughtful action is recorded on a leaf and added to the tree. During
group time, we share these examples, acknowledging each child's
positive contribution and reinforcing the value of caring for others.

The Kindness Tree provides children with opportunities to reflect on
their actions, recognise the impact of kindness and celebrate the
positive ways they contribute to our Preschool. It has become a
valued part of our daily routine, promoting empathy, inclusion and
respect while encouraging children to make kind choices each day.



 Happen ings  in  the  
Bower  B i rd  Nes t

Th is  t e rm  the  Bowerb i rds  have  been  exp lo r i ng  t he  j oy  t ha t  comes  f r om mus i c  and
movemen t !  

Toge the r  we  have  en joyed  us ing  va r i ous  resou rces  such  as  t he  l yc ra ,  co lou r fu l  r i bbons  and
c lava  t app ing  s t i c ks  t o  comb ine  sound  w i t h  t ouch  and  s i gh t  f o r  ou r  who le  body  t o  be
invo l ved  i n  t he  mus i c  mak ing !  

We  have  a l so  s ta r t ed  d i v i ng  i n to  c rea t i ng  ou r  ve ry  own  mus i c !  W i th  a  new ly  i n t r oduced
gu i t a r  t o  t he  bowerb i rd  l ea rn ing  env i ronmen t  some  o f  t he  ch i l d ren  dec ided  t o  w r i t e  t he i r
own  song  abou t  a  ‘ bowerb i rd  on  t he  r i ve r ’ .  

I t  has  been  so  much  fun  t o  exp lo re  t he  c rea t i v i t y  and  imag ina t i on  t ha t  comes  w i t h  sound
and  movemen t  and  how i t  can  b r i ng  us  t oge the r  as  a  g roup .  We  a re  exc i t ed  t o  con t i nue
lea rn ing  t oge the r  and  f r om one  ano the r  as  we  keep  mak ing  mus i c !  

P lease  f ee l  we l come  to  see  wha t  some  o f  ou r  r ecen t  f avou r i t e  songs  a re  as  we l l  as  t he
‘Bowerb i rd  on  t he  r i ve r ’  song ,  bo th  documen ted  i n  ou r  f l oo r  book .  

Th is  i s  an  a r two rk
based  on  t he

‘Bowerb i rd  on  a  r i ve r ’
song !  





The  Grea t  Book  Swap

Th is  yea r  we  a re  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  The  Grea t  Book  Swap !  

Hos ted  by  t he  I nd igenous  L i t e racy  Founda t i on ,  t he  Grea t
Book  Swap  i s  a  g rea t  way  t o  suppo r t  l i t e racy  l ea rn ing  and
access  t o  books  i n  remo te  Abo r i g i na l  and  To r res  S t ra i t
I s l ande r  Commun i t i es  ac ross  Aus t ra l i a .

How does  i t  work?
Br ing  a  p re - l oved  book .  Swap  i t  f o r  ano the r.  Make  a  dona t i on
to  he lp  g i f t  cu l t u ra l l y  r e l evan t  books ,  i nc l ud ing  books  i n  F i r s t
Languages ,  t o  ch i l d ren  i n  remo te  Commun i t i es  ac ross
Aus t ra l i a .

Eve ry  $10  ra i sed  he lps  pu t  one  book  i n to  a  ch i l d ’s  hands .

Be tween  Monday  31s t  Augus t  and  F r i day  4 th  Sep tember,  i n
exchange  fo r  a  dona t i on ,  ch i l d ren  w i l l  have  a  chance  t o
choose  a  book / s  f r om ou r  spec ia l  book  s ta l l  a t  p reschoo l .  

I t ’ s  a  g rea t  way  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  some  books  you r  ch i l d  no  l onge r
reads ,  p i ck  up  some  new ones ,  and  suppo r t  a  g rea t  cause  a t
t he  same  t ime .  

I f  you  have  second -hand  books  t ha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  t o  dona te
ahead  o f  t ime ,  p l ease  see  Ca t  o r  D ianne  i n  t he  o f f i ce .  

During the school holidays, we were grateful to
have Aunty Corina Norman visit our preschool as
part of ongoing Bayala Dharug Dhalang
professional learning to help reclaim, reconstruct
and revitalise language. 

As Aunty Corina reminds us, it's the language of
place for all of us who live, work and play on
Dharug Ngurra (Country).

We were joined by our colleagues from Lawson
Community Preschool, Blaxland Preschool
Kindergarten and Hazelwood Early Childhood
Centre for a day rich in learning, culture and
connection.

A v is i t  f rom Aunty  Cor ina
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